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May 24 ~ Friday. Jere Black, Buchanan's Attorney-
General, called relative to the claim of Rear-Admiral
Goldsborough for four years' additional continuance on the
active list. After a pretty full and frank discussion, I think
he became satisfied there was little law and merit in Golds-
borough's claim.

We then had a long and interesting conversation on the
condition of our public affairs. Our views in the main coin-
cided. Some of my positions appeared to be new to him,
or were presented in a way that seemed to impress him,
I thought, with a stronger conviction. He said it would
be well for the President to prepare a calm and considerate
address to his countrymen, something in the character
and strain of Washington's and Jackson's. I was not pre-
pared to urge this or even adopt it. Had the President
been more calm, made no speeches or harangues, it would
be different. But his weak talk has weakened him, and his
silence for the last five months leaves little doubt that he
is aware of it.

May 25, Saturday. The Japanese conclude to buy the
Stonewall. There will be trouble in getting her to them.
The Navy Department will have to take the labor, care,
etc., of all this, and the State Department will take credit,
should there be any.

May 27, Monday. The opinion of the Attorney-Gen-
eral on Reconstruction is published and seems to stir up
the Radicals, who know not what to say of it.

May 28, Tuesday. The Indian matters occupied over
two hours. It is evident the military intend to control
Indian affairs to the annihilation of the whole race.
Hancock admits the destruction of the three hundred
Indian lodges and all the utensils and household gods and
goods. His excuse is that the women and children fled